(Template Proclamation For Personalization And Use By North Texas Community Cleanup Challenge Participant Cities/Towns/Counties)

[CITY/TOWN/COUNTY]
STATE OF TEXAS 
By [His/Her] Honor 
[NAME OF MAYOR/COUNTY COUNCIL OR COMISSIONER] 
													
SUPPORT OF NORTH TEXAS COMMUNITY CLEANUP CHALLENGE MONTHS	Comment by Tamara Cook: What does this mean? Months? Do we have to specify Months or could it just be struck and Support of North Texas Community Cleanup Challenge to Reduce Litter	Comment by Crysta Guzman: The addition of “Months” was a suggestion that was made to, I think, invite some “action”. If we strike “Months” and add “To Reduce Litter” we take away the very specific ask/action to participate in the challenge during the specified months which is what I thought our goal was.
	Comment by Carolyn Horner: I agree with Crysta that we need to include the timeframe/timing in the title.
													

WHEREAS,	the EPA has identified that approximately 80% of litter found in the marine environment as originating from land-based sources, and
WHEREAS,	Litter is a problem affecting the beauty and health of communities throughout the state of Texas, impacting our environment by polluting our land and waterbodies, and
WHEREAS,	Identifying solutions to pollution in Texas bays and the ocean has been a focus of statewide importance, and 
WHEREAS, 	The streams, rivers, and lakes in North Central Texas are used for recreation and as our drinking water sources, and 	Comment by Tamara Cook: North Central Texas? Or City name to fill in instead of Texas???
WHEREAS,	Trash and litter that finds its way into waterways poses a threat to wildlife, the health of local waterbodies, our community, residents, and visitors, and
WHEREAS,	The cleanup of litter and illegal dumping is a costly expense to local governments as a 2016 study of nine Texas communities representing approximately 25 percent of the state population revealed a price tag of approximately $50 million spent annually in these communities to address to address litter and illegal dumping, and	Comment by Tamara Cook: This is not an accurate statement if you read the asterick – this only represented 8 cities I believe. I don’t think this statement is comprehensive. So, this Whereas needs to be amended to is a costly expense to local governments and maybe use this number as an example of a study indicating that an eight-city study indicated representing X State population, 	Comment by Crysta Guzman: I have reviewed the study to make sure I am referencing the facts correctly and adjusted this item. Please let me know if I need to attribute the study to Burns & Mac and Texans for Clean Water.	Comment by Crysta Guzman: Alternatively, can create a fact sheet to accompany the Proclamation and include the Burns and Mac study. Include info on where, how to support/be involved. Facts about challenge and project. 
WHEREAS, 	Residents, businesses, community groups, and service organizations are seeking ways to help be part of the solution through education, collaboration and volunteer participation in litter cleanup events and activities, and 
WHEREAS,	The North Texas Community Cleanup Challenge encourages residents, businesses, community groups and service organizations in the North Central Texas region to participate in fighting the problem of litter through participation in a regional cleanup challenge to be held during the months of September and October of 2021, and 
WHEREAS,	The [City/Town/County] declares it’s support of the North Texas Community Cleanup Challenge regional initiatives and will encourage it’s residents, businesses, community groups, and service organizations to utilize the website www.CommunityCleanupChallenge.com and will promote the North Texas Community Cleanup Challenge campaign to improve participation in litter cleanup activities, which directly keeps our local communities and drinking water sources clean and healthy.	Comment by Tamara Cook: Strike and focus on the problem at hand reduce litter, reduce trash, and trash in waterways if that is the overall goals of the Cleanup challenge. Contamination of the environment is very broad IMO, but just suggestions here.

Or maybe focus on keeping our drinking water sources and communities clean and healthy.

Tax payer funds for clean up is another element that could be addressed very directly perhaps…reducing use of tax payer funds to clean up trash…..

The point with this is that it is a DRAFT and note at the top should very clearly state that this is a template that can be modified to fit the needs of the entity adopting it. It may be a city, County, group, non-profit – so keeping that in mind as well is important. That speaks to next NOW THEREFORE, …..could be a County here and we don’t have that listed…Maybe just put “ENTITY”
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, I, (BLANK), [Mayor/City Council/Commissioner], of the [City/Town/County], Texas, do hereby recognize the months of September and October 2021 as 
		“NORTH TEXAS COMMUNITY CLEANUP CHALLENEGE MONTHS”	Comment by Tamara Cook: I don’t understand this. Maybe I need an explanation on this.	Comment by Crysta Guzman: See above. If we strike “Months” and add “To Reduce Litter” we take away the very specific ask/action to participate in the challenge during the specified months which is what I thought our goal was. If we strike “Months” we will need to also adjust the above statement “…recognize the months of September and October 2021 as…”	Comment by Carolyn Horner: See comment above. I think adding more language makes this too long/too much of a mouthful.
	in the [City/Town/County] and commit to encouraging all residents, businesses, community groups, and service organizations to participate by engaging in litter cleanup events and activities during these months	Comment by Tamara Cook: Do we want to say designated city wide sponsored events and log their data, and commit to keeping our waterways clean or something more specific here?

What is this Proclamation for? What is the main goal – is it for the city to commit to participate in the challenge or is it to get their residents/businesses to participate? Seems that we have two different goals spelled out here. Maybe consider how to better clarify what the intent is of this Proclamation - 	Comment by Crysta Guzman: Participation in NTCCC does not have to be in just city sponsored events. However, the goal here is to get cities/counties signed on and committed to participating and, in doing so, encouraging their residents and businesses to get involved. 	Comment by Carolyn Horner: The goal is to get a city/county to support the idea of the NTCCC, and therefore get the word out to residents, businesses, etc. within the limits of the city/county. The events do not have to be city sponsored.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we hereto set our hands and cause the Seal of [City/Town/County], Texas to be affixed on Click or tap to enter a date.

_______________________________________
(BLANK), Mayor/City Manager/City Administrator/Commissioner of the [City/Town/County]

ATTEST: ____________________________
	      (BLANK), City Secretary/Clerk
